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The purpose of the Expeditionary Tactical Com-
municationsSystems(ETCYS) isto provideavoice
and data, over-the-horizon, on-the-move communi-
cations to the mounted and dismounted tactical
warfighter. ETCSwill enabletrue Ship-to-Objective
Maneuver (STOM) experimentationin SEA VIKING
(SV) Advanced Warfighting Experiment (AWE).

Background: The Marine Corps Combat De-
velopment Command (MCCDC) identified theneed
for an over-thehorizon (OTH) Tacticd Communica
tions capability to support Expeditionary Maneuver
Warfare(EMW) that isnot currently met by any other
Program of Record. Thisrequirement isto enable
STOM at thetactical level over a200 nautical mile
areawith minimum groundinfrastructure. It must pro-
vide an assured on-the-move (OTM) capability to
dismounted tactical maneuver units, firesandlogistic
assetsoperating in complex terrain. After review of
the Universal Needs Statement # 01802UA, Com-
manding General, MCCDC directed that theMa-
rine CorpsWarfighting Lab (MCWL) investigate
capabilitiesfor experimentationin SV AWE.

Description: Expeditionary Tactical Communi-
cationsSystemisamodified verson of the|RIDIUM
systemto provide netted (one-to-many) push-to-talk
communicationsvicethe current point-to-point dial-
up capability. Thesystemwill be based uponamodi-
fied Motorola 9505 handset with anintegrated Glo-
bal Positioning System and aGroup Radio Control-
ler to managethevoice/datatraffic and theindividua
nets. ETCSwill befitted aboard ship, inan OTM
Combat Operations Center (COC), CH-53 and a
Land Craft Air Cushioned (LCAC). Itwill integrate
with current Marine Corpssystemssuch astheIntel-
ligence Operations Workstation (IOW) and Data
Automated Communications Terminal (DACT) to
provideextended netted communicationsover grester
distancesthan therequired 200 nautica miles, with-
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out ground infrastructure. In conjunction with MCWL’s Com-
mand and Control Integration project, ETCSwill support thedis-
tribution of the Common Tactica Databasethat includesBlue Po-
sition Location Information (PL 1), throughout thewhol e area of
expeditionary operations.

Deliverable Product(s): A system of 60 Global Net Radios
integrated with Marine Corpssystemssuch as|OW and DACT
that will enable STOM experimentation. Thisexperimentation
will providerecommendationsfor the devel opment and transition
of an OTH/OTM communications capability to afutureMarine
Air Ground Task Force(MAGTF).
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